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Pictured from Left to Right: Pastor Dennis Philipps, Dr. Stan Murrell, Pastor Austin
Huggins, Pastor Joe Jacowitz, Pastor Bhim Parai (Standing), Dr. Samuel Rai, Sister
Betty, Dr. Paul Nelson, and Pastor Dhankhare.

The team arrived safely in Nepal, early Sunday morning, near the
first area of ministry. The first conference took place in Itahari, a town
of south-eastern Nepal. Pastor Samuel Rai had indicated to us that
our conference theme was on the Persecuted Church. In this area,
however, a different pastor by the name of Barnabas was the host.
He had chosen the theme of “The Doctrines of Grace and Security of
Salvation”. The team adapted well and was able to combine both
themes in a meaningful way. The Lord was with the speakers and the
results were immediate.

Pastor Joe (Left) and Austin (Right) preaching with translators.

Pastor Rai addresses everyone regarding the Baptist Council’s decision.

All the speakers (preaching with interpreters) brought various messages
related to the Gospel, The Doctrines of Grace, and Persecution and Suffering.
The Lord chose to bless them. After only that first full day of sermons, all the
pastors of the United Baptist Church Council came together and held a
meeting lasting well into the night. Several new pastors were interested in
joining the new direction of the council as they determined to covenant
together and officially adopt the 1689 Second London Baptist Confession of
Faith.
NOTE: The two full days of the first conference each lasted from about
9am to 7pm. That time frame represented seven speakers, each
speaking for one hour, plus a time for lunch and breaks. The two days of
that rigor were sandwiched by a short introductory day and a short
conclusion day, resulting in four days total (Monday - Thursday)
On the second full day of preaching, the mission team recognized and
prayed over the newly reformed body of Pastors. They were given a public
charge to remain faithful to Christ and to walk in humility toward one another
in love. This was truly remarkable! Remember, Pastor Rai's church was the
first reformed church in Nepal… so this is the stuff of history!

The mission team stands ready to public charge and pray for the covenanting
together of the United Baptist Church Council.

After the conference, Pastor Rai took us to see several new works
in the making. One new church and Evangelism Training Center is
getting ready to be built directly in the middle of an animistic pagan
area where there are legitimate testimonies of witchcraft and
demonic activity. We were greatly humbled with the opportunity to
stand on that ground. With the team gathered around, Pastor Austin
sought The Lord's blessing upon the property, consecrated it unto
The Lord, and prayed for the future of the ministry. Again,.. this is
historical stuff. God is good. Pastor Rai also took the team to several
other additional church plant areas where Pastor Joe, Dr. Nelson,
and others prayed for the new ministries.

FLM Team standing on the future site of a new local church and Evangelism
Training Center to the region.

NOTE: Current estimates are that Pastor Rai has directly planted
somewhere around 150 churches. Those churches, in turn, have now
multiplied somewhere close to 800 in number...

We have since traveled to Pokhara, Samuel Rai's main ministry
center where his Church and main training centers are located. We
worshiped with Canaan Baptist Church and Dr. John Waldrip
delivered a message on the doctrine of election.
In Nepal, it is illegal to gather and worship on Sunday (this is an
intended slight against the Christians) so the churches worship on

Saturday. What an experience it was to be apart of their services.
The worship is fervent and passionate. Their love for Christ crosses
any linguistic boundary, they love the Word. The men sit on one side
of the building and the women sit on the other side, all wearing head
coverings. You are expected to remove your shoes before entering
the worship area, and the pulpit area is reminiscent of Spurgeon's
ship style railing in the old Metropolitan Tabernacle.

A picture of our Christian sisters gathered together for worship.

There is something of a legitimate, biblical, slow moving revival happening
here. The other men here on the team are astounded. Most have spent their
lives learning church history and studying the old welsh revivals and great
awakenings and other biblical and recognized genuine moves of God, and we
are affirming that this is potentially becoming something similar. PRAY FOR
THE CHURCHES HERE. Pray for the continued spread of the Gospel and the
ministry here. There is so much going on I could never get it all in one email.

Pictured Left to Right: Dr. John Waldrip, Pastor Dennis Philipps, Pastor Joe
Jacowitz, Dr. Stan Murrell, & Dr. Samuel Rai officiate the Graduation Ceremony.

Monday began our second conference in Pokhara with the theme
of persecution. Please pray that the believers here will be comforted

in the coming increase of persecution and that Christ will be glorified
in his saints!

Left to Right: Dr. John Waldrip and Dr. Paul Nelson preaching.

The audience was very receptive and took notes all the way
through to the last sermon. Some of the people had come from over
500 miles away to get to this conference. This is a difficult task in
Nepal, that takes approximately two or three days of driving over
rough roads. These pastors are very poor and do not have much of
an opportunity to come to the city and hear preaching.
The conference continued the next day with another seven
sermons as most of the team fought through sickness to preach. Dr.
Rai was thankful that we were still preaching. We were thankful to
The Lord for upholding us.
On Wednesday, the final two sermons of the conference were
finished. Following the conclusion of the conference, a cap and gown
graduation ceremony for the current ministerial class was held with
great excitement. There were two groups of graduates. One group
was from the Deborah Bible Training Center, which were women who
had been trained in the scripture and biblical womanhood. The

second group of graduates were the men who had completed
Pastoral training from Canaan Ministerial Training Center.

Pictured Left to Right: Canaan Ministerial & Deborah Bible Graduates

It was an exciting time to acknowledge, pray over, and charge the
future servants of The Lord to courage and bravery in the ministry.
After the graduation was completed, a final meeting was held to
assess and review the overall details of the mission where a meal
and fellowship was shared before preparing for the return flights
home.
In summary, the team preached 32 sermons at two bible
conferences in Itahari and Pokhara. Among the themes addressed
were: How to deal with suffering and persecution, the doctrines of
grace, the security and preservation of the believer, the gospel, and
the atonement. We distributed about 100 theology books and other
Christian books to key pastors who are able to read English. About
two thousand tracts were given to pastors for distribution among their
people. The board of directors of Grace Bible University (FirstLove’s
newest ministry), was asked by Dr. Samuel Rai to provide a full
curriculum for the training of pastors and believers. When completed
pastor Rai assures us that he will have one thousand students in
various locations in Nepal to begin studying. The courses are being
prepared as we write this report. The response of the attendees to

the word of God was very encouraging, even bordering on a growing
revival. God willing, next year our mission to Nepal will expand to
include a third location as the Macedonian calls from Nepal are
growing to “come over and help us.”
Please pray for the Lord’s blessing on the word of God that was sown
during the conference, and for the Lord to provide for the translation
and printing of books and bible study courses for many needy souls
in Nepal.
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